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seasoned phrases indispensable in Wahhabee conversation. Of
course no smoking was allowed; even the Na'ib could not
venture on his Nargheelah. Aboo-'Eysa had taken a farewell
whiff at his " cutty-pipe,5' before entering the village, and had
advised me to do the same, remarking that u these dogs will
hold us for infidels if we do it in their presence," and now
looked as innocent of tobacco as an English damsel. Coffee
was however plentiful, and very good. The conversation here
and henceforth up to Ri'ad, whether in towns or villages, among
high or low, ran mainly on two inexhaustible topics : the one,
the excellencies and virtues of Feysul, with his certain triumph
over the infidels of 'Oneyzah \ the other the wickedness and
depravity of Zamil and his party, and their certain defeat and
ruin. Then came "Allahu yensor el-Muslimeen,'" "may God
give the victory to the Muslims;" " AllaM yensor Feysul,"
''may God give the victory to Feysul;" *e W'ellartee yusell'imii
Feysul," ".by Him who protects Feysul;" "Allahu yesallit el-
Muslimeen 'ala'l 'keffar," " may God give over the infidels to
the power of the Muslims ;" and so on, till we began to say with
Aboo-'Eysa, " Kuffaroona b'il-Muslimeen," " they put us to our
wits' end with their Muslims ;" and wished as heartily for their
defeat as they did for that of their opponents. Of Feysul no
one dared speak except in a subdued tone of reverence appli-
cable to a demigod at the very moment of apotheosis; of one
whom to obey was the sure countersign of goodness, and to
oppose, the most unpardonable impiety.

These men in their hearts hold Egypt, Persia, Bagdad, Damas-
cus, and, to sum up, all the world withoutside of Nejed, to be
little better than dens of thieves and lairs of heresy and infi-
delity. Yet scarcely will they have heard, in answer to the first
customary demands of introduction, that their guest is from an}7
one of the above-named places, than they will begin a eulogy of
town, country, and people, as though they had been the objects
of their lifelong admiration, and extol the learning, piety, and
good fame of those whom they most disagree with, and against
whom they are ready to draw the sword of Islam at a moment's
notice; and this they will do in so perfectly quiet, easy, and
natural a way, that it is difficult not to believe their words the
faithful echo of their innermost thoughts; nor need their guest,
if gifted with ordinary prudence, fear any hint of disapproval